Chicagoland Safety, Health and Environmental Conference
The recently concluded Chicagoland Safety, Health and Environmental Conference, held at the Naperville Illinois campus of Northern Illinois University September 21-24, 2015, was the largest in its 27 year history.  The conference, founded in 1988 is organized by three chapters of the American Society of Safety Engineers, the Chicago Section of the American Industrial Hygiene Association, the Chicago Chapter of the Alliance of Hazardous Materials Professions and is planned in association with OSHA, the National Safety Education Center and the Northern Illinois University College of Engineering and Engineering Technology.  
The conference was promoted and sponsored by multiple manufacturing, trade and business organizations and Chambers of Commerce.  Industrial Hygiene News was the media sponsor for the conference.  Reflejos, a Spanish language newspaper wrote a story about the conference and ASSE sent reporters to cover the conference for its magazine, Professional Safety Journal, its blogs and new practice specialty member portals. 
Each year over 300 EHS professionals, trainers, HR professionals, municipalities, safety committee members, business owners, manufacturing company representatives attend the conference.  The Chicagoland Safety, Health and Environmental Conference is the premier Midwest regional training conference that drew vendors, speakers and attendees from 17 states from across the country this year.  More than 1,100 session attendees participated in the 58 training sessions offered this year.  Some sessions were 1.5 hour long while others were half day or full day workshops.  
Five tracks offered current issue training in OSHA Compliance, Environmental Management and EPA Compliance, Professional Development, General Safety and Industrial Hygiene.  Speakers and presenters this year included OSHA Compliance Assistance Specialists, Environmental consultants, college professors, Ergonomists, Industrial Hygienists, corporate trainers, attorneys, a retired Army Training Officer, the EHS Manager for General Electric, a trainer from the National Safety Council, trainers from the Construction Safety Council, the Urban Search and Rescue Operations Branch Chief and a Homeland Security Analyst from Argonne National Laboratories. 
Some speakers provided informational handouts while others submitted electronic copies of their training information which were available on the conference website www.chisafetyconf.org.  Information about this year’s conference or previous conferences is available on the website.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A one day Business EXPO provided attendees with access to dozens of vendors featuring great products and services.  An after-hours social allowed attendees to network with other EHS professionals, speakers and business representatives.  The keynote speaker was Mr. Jacob Scott, Aurora office OSHA Administrator.  He provided an injury and fatality update for the Midwestern states in OSHA Region 5.  
The conference week concluded with the Chicagoland EHS Golf Outing.  The weather was great and everybody had a great time.  This annual shotgun style event is always fun where EHS professionals continue to build relationships with their peers.  
Next year, the Chicagoland Safety, Health and Environmental Conference will be held September 19-22, 2016 at the Naperville campus of Northern Illinois University.  Detailed information about the 2016 conference, including a complete list of topics will be posted on the website www.chisafetyconf.org in late May or early June, 2016. 
